
D ATA  S H E E T

FineReader Engine 12 has changed substantially across deployment, output formats, and platform 
coverage. Headline additions include officially supported Docker containers, with a documented 
two-container architecture behind them; DocLang, a document format built for AI consumption; 
Document Comparison extended to Linux and macOS; and structured JSON output.

Version 12.8: The deterministic layer in hybrid document pipelines

NEW

Docker containers
Officially supported, 
tested, licensed, and 
documented

NEW

DocLang
AI-native document 
format for LLM and 
RAG pipelines

NEW

Document 
Comparison
Now on Linux and macOS, 
previously Windows only

IN v12

JSON export
Structured machine-
readable recognition 
output

IN v12

Cross-platform
ICR and OMR on Linux and 
macOS, .NET Core 6, and 
Java bindings

Deployment: Containerization
Customers have been containerizing FineReader Engine for years. From v12.8, 
it is officially supported, tested, licensed, and documented by ABBYY, with 
a reference architecture, working examples, and full ABBYY support included.

Elastic scaling*
Processing nodes scale up to meet demand and back down when the workload 
clears. High-volume batch work that previously required standing infrastructure 
can be distributed across containers and completed in a fraction of the time.

Runs wherever containers run
Package it once, and it behaves consistently across managed Kubernetes 
services, private cloud, on-premise infrastructure, or wherever your customers 
need it deployed. Azure AKS, AWS EKS, on-prem: the image is the same.

Two-container architecture
FineReader Engine and the Licensing Service run as separate containers.    
Clean separation, fully documented by ABBYY, with licensing handled 
independently of processing.

ABBYY FineReader Engine 12
What’s new

Flexible 
deployment 
options

On-premise, private 
cloud, Azure, AWS, 
or inside your 
customers’ own 
environments. 
Deployment and 
licensing can be 
structured around 
regulated sectors, 
data residency, 
and restricted-
connectivity 
requirements.

*Available in Q4 2026.
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AI output format: DocLang

Your language model is only as good as what you give it. Feed it a PDF and it 
receives a flat stream of characters. Feed it DocLang and it receives structure, 
hierarchy, tables and reading order intact. This is the hybrid approach in 
practice: deterministic recognition where accuracy and explainability matter; 
generative models where flexibility does. FineReader Engine provides that 
layer, so the model reasons on facts rather than guessing at layout.

Better model outputs.
If your product feeds documents to an LLM, DocLang gives it clean, structured 
input. Less noise, fewer errors, lower token consumption at volume.

Compliance and auditability.
When an LLM produces an output, DocLang lets you trace it back to the exact 
source passage. In regulated industries, that auditability is increasingly a 

requirement.

Open standard. 
Created with IBM, NVIDIA, Red Hat, and the Linux Foundation. Works with any 
LLM, any pipeline, any vendor, and built to last alongside the AI ecosystem.

Also new 

JSON export

Added in FineReader 
Engine 12, JSON 
export outputs 
recognition results as 
structured, machine-
readable data. If 
your application 
already consumes 
JSON from other 
services, document 
recognition integrates 
directly with no 
transformation layer 
in between.

Use cases

Built for printers

FineReader Engine 12: What’s new

.PDF .DOC

Built for editors Built for AI

Document archiving and DMS

Healthcare records

KYC and identity verification

Legal discovery

Contract review and audit

LLM and RAG pipelines

High-volume batch processing

Financial processing

Document processing requirements have shifted: AI and LLM pipelines, platform 
modernization, containerized deployment, data sovereignty. FineReader Engine works 
alongside language models modernization, supplying the deterministic containerized 
layer they depend on for accuracy, repeatability, and explainability.
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